
Climate & Sustainability
in the Surf Industry

Moderated By Dr. Jess Ponting



Kahi Pacarro

Sustainable Coastlines Hawaii



x



CLEAN BEACHES START AT HOME

EDUCATION / CLEANUPS / PROJECTS  



ECOBOARD ADOPTION NEEDS A BOOST.

WE’RE PROVIDING A CATALYST.







SHAPERS 
TOKORO’S, ARAKAWA, PYZEL, R.JOHNSTON, PANG, ALEXANDER, SPARROW, BUSHMAN, DEMARCO, JONES, 
MATTISSON, WOOLEY, OLSEN, RAYNOR, MARUMOTO, FIREWIRE, SCHAPER, CHANNEL ISLANDS, TIMPONE, BERNHARDT

GLASSERS & SANDERS
PIEKELO, MONSTAH, MATTISON, TIMPONE, MARUMOTO

MATERIALS
MARKO FOAM, ARCTIC FOAM, ENTROPY RESIN, PROLINK RESING, BASALT TAPE, HEMP CLOTH, FLAX CLOTH





RECYCLED OR 
PLANT BASED CONTENT

25%>

3 MINUTE OF LESS CLIP

APRIL 1 PUBLIC VOTING

APRIL 22 WINNER 
ANNOUNCED



CHALLENGES







SUCCESS
& GOALS
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Tom Kay

Finisterre
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REARED, SHEARED, SPUN
AND KNITTED ALL ON THESE SHORES

In 2005 we made the decision to put wool at the heart of our fabric development. Wool is one  of 
the oldest natural fibres known to man and has a long relationship with seafarers the world over.

Our vision was to produce superfine Merino wool products right here in the UK. After three years  
of searching we met Lesley Prior, the saviour of the last 28 Bowmont Merino sheep on the planet.  
From her farm in Devon she’s now reared the flock to over 250 sheep and together we’ve sheared  
over 700kgs of superfine Merino wool. Working with some of the oldest manufacturers in the land,  
this has since been spun and made into an exclusive Fair Isle collection of knitwear.

Inspired by a love of the sea, a passion for the best fabrics and considered design, the range also
includes innovative insulated jackets, chunky knits, Merino-backed denim jeans, soft Merino wool
base layers, as well as waterproofs for the stormiest of days.



LIGHT ON THE BODY, LIGHT  
ON THE PLANET

Driven by the ceaseless pursuit of performance and sustainability through innovation,  we’re 
proud to introduce the next phase of our insulation story: Finisterre Engineered Insulation.

Since the start, we’ve been committed to using only synthetic fills with minimal environmental  
impact, but now, we’ve raised the game. Finisterre Engineered Insulation introduces superior  
down-free, high-loft insulation that balances performance and warmth, made from recycled  
material.

After nearly a decade of research and development, we’ve developed our very own recycled  
polyester insulation. Available in two forms, Finisterre Engineered Insulation has you covered,  
whatever the conditions, and wherever your adventures take you.

With their names being inspired by the material’s resemblance to cloud types, they continue  
to pay homage to our very British fascination with the weather. Lightweight, breathable, and  
thermally regulating, Finisterre Engineered Insulation stands up to both cold and wet conditions.



The oceans of the world are currently the unhappy home to around 640,000 tons of discarded
nylon fishing nets. Not only is nylon non-biodegradable, so will end up snaring marine life for
years to come, its manufacturing is also a highly polluting, dirty process. Both big problems.

Our ears pricked up when we heard of a team of engineers in Slovenia who had invented a way
of converting discarded fishing nets and other waste material into a high performance fibre,
ECONYL®, suitable for use in swimwear.

Finisterre has always been committed to sustainable design and the use of recycled fabrics,
so we jumped at the chance to use ECONYL® within our new swimwear range, closing the
loop and turning a problem into a solution.

We will donate 10% of profits from the sale of ECONYL®swimwear to Surfers Against Sewage,
an environmental charity protecting UK waves, oceans and beaches.

TURNING PLASTIC PROBLEMS  
INTO SWIMWEAR SOLUTIONS



CREATING THE FIRST  
RECYCLABLE WETSUIT

There are more than 500,000 surfers in the United Kingdom who, on average, will replace  
their wetsuits once every two years. The result of this? The equivalent of more than thirty  
London double decker buses being discarded every year. Three hundred and eighty tonnes  
of non-biodegradable chemical-based waste, every single year.

As committed surfers, we all have a stack of old suits laying around somewhere. Whilst there
are initiatives that exist around the down-cycling of old wetsuits, yoga mats and beer koozies
fall short of producing a real solution.

To address this, Finisterre is recruiting a full-time Wetsuit Recycler. Supported by Exeter  
University, and with the potential to bring positive change on a massive scale, the position  is
open to anybody; the ultimate aim being to make wetsuits from wetsuits.

#WETSUITSFROMWETSUITS



THANK-YOU



Chris Grow

Firewire Surfboards



If a tree falls in the forest 
and no one sees it, did it 

actually happen?











“Over the long-term, the 
business that you don’t do is 

more important than the 
business that you do do”

Firewire C.E.O. Mark Price

















Its working. 

THE GOOD NEWS:



- A continued commitment to Sustainable 
Surf’s ECOBOARD Project

- ReRez recyclable surfboard resin.
- Zero landfill by 2020
- Fair Trade Certification within 12 months.

THE FUTURE



@FIREWIRESURFBOARDS



Michael Stewart

Sustainable Surf



Climate & Sustainability
in the Surf Industry.

Michael Stewart / Co-Founder



CLIMATE

















What if all surfboards 
were sustainable ? 



Underpinned by science.



Exponential growth.







40 surf events all around the world
including 23 WSL surfing contests

Offset over 20 Million  Pounds CO2



No. 1 concern is CLIMATE

• 90% concerned with their own footprint

• 30% measured their footprint

• 10% purchased carbon offsets





2 out of every 3 breaths
we take come from 

the ocean 



The 1st breath you take comes  

from the land
. 











What if every surfer on the planet
became climate positive ?

What if a mangrove tree was planted for 
every surfboard made ?

What if every surf event was 
at least carbon neutral ?



What if we all came together to
direct that positive impact into 

ONE PLACE ?







What if every surfer on the planet
became climate positive ?


